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Dr Stya Paul - Founder Chairman’s Centennial Celebration
(1919–2019)

D

Helping students soar on wings of knowledge

ASU NEWS NETWORK

r Stya Paul, eminent industrialist, educationist, philanthropist and freedom fighter
provided the foundation and
inspiration for the emergence of the Apeejay Stya Group and the Apeejay Education Society as trusted symbols of quality
and excellence in the country’s industrial
and educational landscape.
A pioneering entrepreneur with a
far-sighted vision of the future, Dr Stya
Paul was instrumental in the rise of the
Apeejay Group as one of the biggest industrial houses of independent India and was
a leading architect of the country’s emergence as a self-reliant industrial superpower. As Chairman Emeritus, he guided
the Apeejay Stya Group,
a privately and closely-held leading Indian
Industrial and Investment House, to become one of the major corporate houses
of the country, with several alliances, collaborations and significant presence in
Europe, Middle East and East Asia.
Dr Stya Paul, fondly called Sethji, recognised the great role that industry could
play in providing quality education. To-

wards this objective, he decided to set up
not-for-profit
educational institutions
across the country where scientific and
career-building knowledge could be provided along with inculcation of values and
an appreciation of Indian culture, arts and
heritage. Starting with a small school in
Jalandhar in
1968, all the schools and institutions of
higher learning established by him over
five decades under the aegis of the Apeejay
Education Society have flowered to become symbols of excellence in their various disciplines, moulding the lives and careers of future generations of the country.
The year 2010 also saw the realization of
Dr Stya Paul’s lifetime dream of setting
up the Apeejay Stya University - a seat of
global learning established to bring about
transformation of society through value
based education, man-making and nation-building. His vision of excellence for
the University is being carried forward by
his daughter and only child, Mrs Sushma
Paul Berlia, the Co-Founder and Chancellor of the Apeejay Stya University,Chairman, Apeejay Education Society and President, Apeejay Stya Group.

During his long and illustrious career,
Dr Stya Paul was actively associated with
several social, cultural and professional bodies and held responsible positions
reflecting his versatility, leadership and
standing in industry and social circles.
His philanthropy and generosity knew no
bounds, and throughout his life, he helped
the physically-handicapped and the needy
with financial assistance and educational/
vocational opportunities, thus enabling
them to join the mainstream. Over the
years, numerous awards and accolades
were bestowed upon him, in a life richly
lived and full of sharing & caring.
A true Karmayogi, Dr Stya Paul retained
his zeal for hard work even in his advanced age and remained keenly involved
in the management of the Apeejay institutions well into his nineties. Active till
the very end, he departed from this world
peacefully on June 7, 2010 while preparing to leave for office. But his life’s work
and achievements, and the lasting legacy
of excellence that he has left behind, will
continue to inspire & guide us in all our
endeavours.
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President’s Message for Founder’s Day 2019

My dear students,

Today is the 100th birth anniversary of Dr. Stya
Paul, Founder Chairman of Apeejay Stya Group &
Apeejay Education Society - a day that we celebrate
each year as Founder’s Day. An eminent industrialist, educationist, freedom fighter and philanthropist of the highest order, his life is a shining example of how we can overcome all odds to achieve our
dreams and become a beacon of inspiration for all
around us.
Commemorating his birthday is our way of paying
tribute to his determination, hard work and spirit of excellence that helped him rise from humble
beginnings and overcome physical disabilities to
become one of the most successful and respected
men of this nation. Your Principal/Director must
have shared some details of his life and work with
all of you, but words cannot merely depict or reflect the illustrious achievements of his life, or
the depths of his multidimensional personality. I
would like to, however, take advantage of the occasion to mention a few things which stand out in my
mind - some feelings which I would like to share
with all of you.
The eldest of 7 children, Dr. Stya Paul lost his mother at a very young age and father a few years later.
As the eldest son, business and family responsibilities came to rest on his shoulders, very early in
life. They were shouldered with lots of love and
affection, and from then onwards, he developed
the trait of putting others before himself. He was,
if anything, a living example of modesty and humility, and preferred to let his work speak for him.
He had the valuable qualities of hard work, fearlessness and love for truth and these stood him in
good stead as he pioneered the Apeejay Stya Group
into an industrial conglomerate, and the Apeejay
Education Society (which is a Social Commitment
of the Group) into one of the most respected and
successful educational organisations of India. Under him, 24 Apeejay institutions- schools, colleges
and higher institutes - have come up and flowered
to become symbols of excellence in their various
disciplines, moulding the life and careers of all future generations. Year 2010 also saw the realisation
of his dream of setting up the Apeejay Stya University - a world-class university that would not
only be a seat of global learning, but also one that
brings about transformation of society through
value-based, man-making and nation-building education.
Once, I had asked him as to how, from humble
beginnings, he had been able to turn Apeejay Stya
into one of the biggest success stories of the nation.
He had replied that he had only concentrated on
working hard with dedication and commitment as
he believed that “Work is Worship”. He said that
along the way, he met talented and committed people who joined him in his quest for excellence, and
good things kept happening.
Over the years, he has been actively associated with
several causes – in the field of industry, education
and social uplift. Kind, benevolent, and ever ready

to help all, he left a lasting impact on all those he
came into contact with. All this was done quietly; he never took any credit, only liked to pass it
around. He desired no monuments or awards
for himself, though over the years, innumerable
awards and honours have been conferred on him
by governments, universities and organisations for
his contribution to the development of the nation,
in both education and industry.
Dr. Stya Paul was always a positive thinker, who
faced all of life’s vicissitudes with a smiling countenance, never-say-die attitude and an unflinching
faith in the Almighty. Though he was
a hard task-master, his punctuality,
sense of discipline, dedication and focus made him an ideal role model of
excellence for all those who worked
with him. For him, work was passion,
and he hated to miss office even when
he was ill. He had a sharp memory for
people, was an excellent listener, apart
from being a good orator and writer.
He was a lover of Urdu poetry and had
a deep interest in spiritualism, philosophy, culture and Arts. He had a keen
insight into events and people, and
loved the company of children. He
always remembered those who helped
him, and was a friend of friends. He
had kind words for even those who opposed him.
Once, many years ago, Swami Ranganathananda of the Ramakrishna Mission, said three words to him: “Be a
Man”. This, my father told me, changed
the entire perspective of his life. Today,
I would like to tell everyone that ‘this’
is what he had always been, in life and
deed – a man, in the true sense of the
word. A Purushottam.
So, as we remember and honour him
on his 100th birth anniversary, let
us celebrate both what our Founder
Chairman Dr. Stya Paul was, and what
he stood for. Let us take a pledge to
uphold the legacy of excellence that he
leaves behind, and strive to achieve the
goals to which he devoted his life.
I would like to end with one of the favourite Urdu couplets of my father, the
inspiration behind his life and the motto of the Apeejay Education Society –
“Soaring High is my nature”

॥ तू शाहीन है परवाज़ है काम तेरा
तेरे सामने आसमान और भी है ॥
“You are a falcon. Soaring high is
your nature.
There are skies yet for you to
conquer”

Congratulations

#AskMe
Schools in Trouble - Did Gurcharan Das Get it Right On Education?
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@Raju Moza asked me: I have one question, I was
reading an article by Gurcharan Das, ( https://blogs.
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/men-and-ideas/
licence-permit-raj-renewed-industry-was-liberated-in-1991-but-educations-shackles-are-growing-heavier/) - What is your view on this?

#QuickAnswer
Yes, he got it right. Please do read his article especially for the numbers, and I want to further add to
his perspective on regulation and license raj.

seems special interest groups and governments
are hell-bent on turning private schools into quasi-government ones that too of terrible quality.

Parents with personal agendas (e.g., who provide
tuition classes, seek political office, or want special
treatment and discounts) are often complicit, taking issues real or imagined, and bombarding the

A few states are worse than others with constant reinspections by different departments for no reason.
I know of many educators who have either planned
or plan to leave the sector in entirety.
This would be very unfortunate.
Some of the best non-profits and CSR groups have
already quietly exited the space to concentrate on
other “less volatile” social issues.
In most states, the government has admitted it cannot create enough schools quality ones or otherwise to keep up with the demand. This means billions of dollars will need to be invested in creating
infrastructure, training teachers and innovating
local business models.

Formal education especially schools have become
as regulated as banks and healthcare companies. It
doesn’t help that every ministry and department
from the central to the state level seem to think
now they have a role in regulation and licensing
on schools. It has become particularly worse in the
last decade.

The solution proposed to these schools included
putting up the grills when one team visited and
then removing them when the other team inspected.
As Gurcharan Das explains better with numbers,
the majority of private schools in the country are
not the oasis of the elite but rather small schools
which have been able to provide intense competition among themselves and differentiated based on
the quality of teaching and outcomes. Often working for very low fees, and under severe financial
and infrastructure hardship they are still chosen
by parents over poorly run and mismanaged government schools. While there are many excellent
government-run schools to serve as examples, they
are few and far between.
Misguided regulation and torturous implementation make it costly to conform and takes teacher time away from the actual day to day running
of the school and classroom activities. Principals
today spend more time dealing with the various
government departments that seek to control them
rather actually focusing on academics and institution building.
From fees to academics to teacher reprimands it

their children.

What makes it worse are the crimes of selective enforcement which has led to a cottage industry of
extortion by officials and other groups.

RTE proves the proverb the road to hell is paved
with good intentions. While the idea was an implementation of education as a fundamental right, the
side effects of the law have been disastrous for both
public and private education. But it’s not just RTE.

Often these regulations are not well thought out
and are knee-jerk responses to individual events.
One such safety occurrence in a school in Gurgaon
(Gurugram) elicited two guidelines one that said
prison like rails must be put on all school windows
making them inaccessible to climbers, and one
from the fire department that said windows should
be unobstructed for students to quickly evacuate
from them if need be.
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Almost every innovative change a school wishes
to make has to be cleared by a full-fledged legal
and regulatory team. Most of these innovations are
deemed against the regulations and law despite being best practices followed around the world.

This investment will neither come for for-profits or
non-profits if governments continue to make running schools a day to day nightmare for educators
who are not willing to pay to play to corruption,
extortion and regulation machine.

These regulations are often ridiculously foolish,
cumbersome, anti-education, contradictory, and
only exist to further the agendas of a few groups.
They have also been created to give discretionary
powers to a number of individuals who are prone
to regularly misuse and abuse them.

Life Time Achievement Award – Promoting Education for Social Cause’, presented by Bharat Ratna
Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Hon’ble Former President
of India, at the 12th ASSOCHAM National Education Summit 2019.
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Instead, bad actors, who thrive in gaming the system will continue to enter and then cause the need
for further knee-jerk regulations leading to perpetuating the vicious cycle.

schools with fraudulent regulatory concerns and
incidents using the government (and sometimes
media) as a weapon to get their way.
They have created an environment where legitimate concerns of parents are now viewed continuously in a caustic and slanted manner by schools.
Local media groups and “bloggers” have also
opened cottage industries of extortion. They are
demanding advertisements or kickbacks with the
threat of publishing negative stories in connivance
with stakeholders. Schools now need to hire fullfledged public relationship units to fight against the
barrage of these threats and outcomes constantly.
A known media and corporate baron who is the
owner of one of Delhi’s most famous schools remarked to me recently that thanks to the government at center and state and other stakeholders
“the greatest mistake I have made in my entire life
was to decide to fund and open a school.”
On the one hand, all stakeholders demand innovation, and on the other, they are hell-bent on shackling what can be taught in the classroom, who can
be hired, and what is the model of a school. Committees sit a look at everything from curricula to
fees creating a bureaucratic mess which seems intentionally rigged to support bad and questionable
actors and to stifle an increase in quality.
This one size and type fits all approach has been
disastrous for lower-middle-class parents, rural
parents and those who aspire different paths for

The issue is rampant across all political parties and
states, and the blame for this cannot be laid at the
doorstep on any single individual. They have been
all complicit in creating a system that is actively
collapsing across the country.
If we do not get urgent pragmatic reform with
strict but enabling regulation that aligns stakeholder incentives we are looking at another lost decade
in education for the majority of the country.
The road to hell is paved with allegedly good intentions.
Sitting in power centers with decent schools in the
state capitals might be fine for many, but it is a terrible and bleak future for the rest of India.
------------------------------------------

#AskMe - I’ve learned that being asked interesting questions inform me a lot more about my
thinking and how I see the world around me. As an
experiment for the few weeks, I will be answering
as many interesting questions you want to throw
at me! If you indicate, I will happily tag you in the
answer, and hopefully, I will learn a lot more along
the way.
Feel free to put questions in the comments or message them directly to me. I’m excited about this and
am looking forward to seeing what questions people come up with!
A small request though, if your question is complex, please do share the entire context. This is the
one great time I actually support a long preamble
(If needed) before the actual question!
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Dr. Rajiv Kumar

Vice Chairman of NITI Aatog

conferred the D.Litt degree (Honoris Causa)

Mr. Kashi Nath Memani

Former Chairman, Ernst & Young, India
Former Chairman, External Audit Committee of IMF

conferred the D.Litt degree (Honoris Causa)
Mr Kashi Nath Memani, who was also conferred a D.Litt degree (Honoris
Causa) by the Apeejay Stya University, has been a chartered accountant for
more than five decades and earned accolades at both the national and international level.
Mr Memani specializes in Business and Corporate Advisory, Foreign Taxation, and Financial Consultancy, among others.
He has served on various committees of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, the External Audit Committee of the International Monetary
Fund, and was also appointed its chairman in 1999-2000, the first Indian to
have earned this distinction.
Convocation Day at ASU fills the campus with a palpable Joie de Vivre, students ready to cross the threshold of University and enter Professional lives receive their awards, degrees and blessings from
Chancellor, Vice-chancellor and guest of honor, Dr. Pranab Mukherjee.

“The Vision of Apeejay is for 100 years”
(Excerpts From ASU Chancellor Mrs Sushma Paul Berlia’s speech)
ASU NEWS NETWORK

Chancellor, Mrs. Sushma Berlia, addressing students & guests.

“At Apeejay Stya University, we have set for
ourselves a high benchmark, not just in terms
of academic standards, but also in transparency, accountability and governance. We offer our
students a wealth of learning opportunities in a
vibrant campus that would serve as an essential
stepping stone to a fulfilling life & career.”
Mrs Berlia in her speech at the 2nd Convocation
started with an excerpt from Yog Shastra of Patanjali saying,

“When you are inspired by some great
purpose, some extraordinary projects, all
your thoughts break their bonds, your mind
transcends limitations, your consciousness expands in every direction and you find yourself
in a new great and wonderful world, dormant
forces, faculties and talents become alive and
you discover yourself to be a greater person by
far than you ever dreamt yourself to be.”
This excerpt echoes the vision put in place in
2010 for both Apeejay Education Society as well
as its 29 institutions and the 40,000 students who
belong to them. Mrs Berlia paid tributes to the
Founder of Apeejay Education Society Dr Stya
Paul whose foresight and vision led to the setting
up of ASU.
“The vision of Apeejay is not merely for 5 years
or 10 years or even 20 years. It is a vision for 100
years. It is the vision that most great Universities
start with.” She said.
She stressed that one needed to have a Philosophy, a direction and the ability to invent or reinvent oneself, but one should also remain true to
the true purpose of education.
Speaking about what is right and what is wrong in
life, she said that we should be able to answer two

important questions:
1.

“Whatever action I do today, will I be able to
sleep well at night?”

2.

“Will I be able to live with the consequences
of my action?”

If we can answer these two questions honestly,
we will be able to gauge what is right and what is
wrong, she added.
She also shared with us the traits of all successful
people:
•

“Dare to Dream”

•

“Determination”

•

“Dedication”

•

“Discipline”

•

“Dynamism”

“Remain Fearless in Whatever you are doing
and believe in Yourself and then Surrender to
the powers that be. Thinks will happen.”
Mrs Berlia concluded her speech with an Urdu
couplet that translates in English as:
“If your intensity of desire is matched by the
intensity of your dedication, your desired goal
will itself seek you out.”

Mr. Memani was chairman and Country Managing Partner, Ernst & Young,
India until March 31, 2004, and also a member of the Ernst & Young Global
Council for 10 years.
He has also served as chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce in
India and later as the president of Indo-American Chamber of Commerce
and PHD Chamber of Commerce.
Currently, he is serving on the managing committees of various advisory
bodies such as FICCI, ASSOCHAM and PHD. He has also been co-chairman of the New Company Law Drafting Committee and was the first chairman of the Quality Review Board set up by the government.

Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice-Chairman of the NITI Aayog, is a distinguished professional, who deserves the D.Litt degree (Honoris Causa) conferred by Apeejay Stya University.
After obtaining his PhD in Economics from Lucknow University in 1978, Dr
Kumar started his professional career as a Senior Research Program Officer
at Indian Council for Research on Economic Relations (ICRIER) in Delhi
in 1982.
He went on to complete his D. Phil. in economics from Oxford University
in 1982.
In 1989, he took over as Senior Consultant, Bureau of Costs and Prices, in
the Ministry of Industry. He went on to hold various other important positions such as that of Economic Advisor in the Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, in 1992, Principal Economist, Asian Development Bank, Manila, in 1995, and Chief Economist, Confederation of Indian
Industries, in 2004.
From 2006-2010, he was the Director and Chief Executive of the Indian
Council for Research on International Economic Relations, going on to become the Secretary General of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry from 2010-2012. He was a Senior Fellow at the Centre
of Policy Research, Delhi, from 2013-2017.
He was the Founding Director of Pahle India Foundation, Delhi, and Chancellor of the Gokhale Institute of Economics and Politics, Pune, before he
was appointed Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog.
He has also been a nominated director on the central board of the Reserve
Bank of India, and the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and Asia,
Jakarta. He was also on the central board of the State Bank of India, Mumbai,
and IIFT, Delhi. He was a part-time Member of National Security Advisory
Board and also a Member (Economics) of the Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India.

“You are our Ambassadors and we are proud of you”
(Excerpts from Pro-Chancellor, Mr Nishant Berlia’s speech )
Mr. Nishant V. Berlia, Pro-Chancellor of the Apeejay Stya University and Member, Management
Board of the Apeejay Stya and Svrán Group, is a
young entrepreneur and educationist.
He is also the General Secretary of the Apeejay Education Society.
At the 2nd Convocation of ASU, Mr Berlia congratulated the graduating students and encouraged them to carry forward their talent into the
future.
He also conferred the D.Litt Degree (Honoris Causa) on Dr. Rajiv Kumar (Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog) and Mr Kashi Nath Memani (Former

Chairman, Ernst and Young India and Former
Chairman, External Audit Committee of IMF).
He addressed the students as Modern Power
House adding that as their talents would help our
country to move further on the path of success.
He expressed pride in the UK’s House of Commons in February 2017 recognizing ASU as a great
place to study in India due to its industry-centric
approach.
He concluded by applauding the achievements of
the graduating students. “You are our Ambassadors and we are very proud of You,” he added
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Liberal Arts at Apeejay Stya University

Students take the pledge to perform their professional duties with ethical values

Inspired by nature, an outdoors, Fine Arts class

Chancellor’s address to students

“Man Making and Nation Building” Motto of ASU
Chancellor Sushma Paul Berlia
Proud moment for ASU at 2nd Convocation Ceremony
It was a proud moment for the students of Apeejay
Stya University as they received their degrees at the
2ndConvocation ceremony held on September 26,
2018.

Smiling faces tell the story of happy memories at ASU

She stressed that one needed to have a philosophy,
a direction, and the ability to invent or reinvent
oneself, adding that one should, however, remain
true to the real purpose of education.
Mrs Berlia presented degrees to around 328 students – 228 graduates and 100 post graduates.
Eleven students were awarded Ph. D degrees.

The convocation was graced by the Honorable
Chancellor Apeejay Stya University Mrs Sushma
Paul Berlia, and Pro Chancellors Mr Nishant Berlia
and Mr Aditya V Berlia.
Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, and
Mr Kashi Nath Memani, a chartered accountant of
national and international renown were the chief
guests. They were awarded the D.Litt degree (Honoris Causa) by ASU.

“The vision of Apeejay is not merely for five years
or 10 years or even 20 years. It is a vision for 100
years. It is the vision that most great universities
start with,” she said.

Vice Chancellor Dr S K Salwan spoke about his
hope for ASU with the current caliber of students
and faculty.
“All of us at Apeejay Stya University today – students, faculty, staff and the alumni – believe that
Apeejay Stya University will be able to achieve the
highest levels of teaching and research objectives,”
he said.
“Mentoring some of the finest students, producing
outstanding research publications and achieving
path-breaking research findings, we believe Apeejay will soon be home to many more visiting
scholars and emerge as the natural higher education destination in many fields of knowledge. Together, we want to take Apeejay Stya University to
new heights. The 2nd Convocation of Apeejay Stya
University is surely the right moment to reaffirm
our faith in our destiny,” he added.

Dressed in their graduation gowns and caps, the
students were excited, they had been waiting for
this Big Day for a long time. Many of the students
were busy clicking selfies before settling down for
the award ceremony.

Mrs Berlia paid homage to her father and Founder
Chancellor Dr Stya Paul -- industrialist, philanthropist, freedom fighter and educationist -- who
established ASU as a centre for excellence in education with Indian values. He was a great visionary
who drafted the vision and mission of the university.

Baisakhi Dalapati
Apeejay Stya University is an industry-centric, technology and liberal arts
university in India, focused on research and innovation.

Vice-chancellor, Dr. S.K. Salwan addressing the students.

Mr Nishant Berlia congratulated the chief guests
Dr Kumar and Mr Memani for their achievements.
He also urged the fresh graduates to have high aims
in their lives. He described them as modern power
houses as their talents would help India move further on the path of success.

“We focus on character building and innovative
learning. We consider ourselves fortunate that we
are the part of Apeejay Stya and SVRAN Group, a
large industrial group that has given the university strength for practical knowledge and resources
availability for research and learning. We hope to
realize the vision of our founding Chancellor Dr.
Stya Paul Ji that education is the sole medium for
building a society and good quality citizens in a
country,” he said.
A total of 151 medals were awarded to the graduating students out of which 73 were gold medals, 44
silver and 34 bronze.
The day was the fulfillment of a dream for the students, who had worked hard to achieve these laurels.

Students perform a Dance Drama at Annual theatre festival

Congratulations

ASU’s distinct structure enables a student, irrespective of the degree/disciplinary orientation, to pursue interests and acquire skills without compromising the core degree/discipline. The objective is to provide a broad
spectrum of knowledge and skills.
Students are encouraged to learn about different cultures and also acquire
skills such as critical thinking, reading, logic, numeracy, effective communication, which will help them make informed decisions when they go out
into the real world. Exposure to history and world literature is expected to
make them become aware of how different societies grappled with ideas and
thoughts.
ASU’s liberal arts education includes courses such as “Cinema and Politics:
Reality in Reels”, “ABC of Calligraphy: Molecules to Environment”, “Food
and Fashion”. The courses are offered under these categories: Basic Science
and Mathematics, Engineering, Philosophy and Reasoning, Social Science,
Art and Literature, Culture and Civilization, History, Language, Expression,
and Statistics and Probability.
Besides, the University offers Major and Minor options. For example, a student majoring in Computer Engineering can opt for a minor in Business,
upon completing the required credits.
The highlight of ASU’s Liberal Arts education system is the high level of
student-teacher interaction. Smaller class sizes leads to more vibrant mentoring from the teachers.
Students completing the ASU Liberal Arts education often find adequate
employment opportunities in the fields of academia, art, travel and tourism,
marketing and finance, politics and business. All this makes for a rewarding
university experience.

Dr. Neha Berlia, Member-Management
Board, Apeejay Stya & Svran Group, was
awarded Young Entrepreneur of the Year, at
the National Icon Awards to honour business leaders of the Nation.
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Innovation Centre, Apeejay Stya University
Kusum Sharma

Interview of Vice Chancellor – Dr. S.K. Salwan

Sir, ASU inaugurated the Innovation centre
which is an initiative in collaboration with the Ministry of Human Resource Development. What is the
vision behind the Innovation centre of ASU?
Innovation extends creativity to implementation
and generation of value. Innovation is fundamental to economic well being and finding new ways
to advance knowledge of technology and its use.
Innovation centre in collaboration with ministry
of HRD will drive innovation growth from basic
research with development of incubation centre
and production will link education to production
design. This will help in identifying opportunities
, understanding opportunities , registration, standardization , access to market and improve communication.
The vision of the innovation centre is to increase
communication between basic research, innovation, product design, market evaluation and encouraging research that has practical value in human relation and service.

trict Institute of Education and Training to
enhance teacher training and enable them to
become facilitator of creativity and innovating
thinking.

Vice Chancellor, Dr. S.K. Salwan

What opportunities does the Innovation Centre aim to provide the students?
Our students will have the opportunity to learn:
•

Science based innovation

•

Engineering based innovation

•

Customer focused innovation

•

Efficiency driven innovation

The Innovation Centre has done some really
amazing work including organising leadership webinars and events like “Hackethon”. What are the future plans for the development of Innovation Centre?
Yes, we have made programs at the innovation centre. The future of the innovation centre are to crest
innovation eco – system The innovation eco- system aims to provide academic excellence, technology transfer and commercialization, venture capital, industry association and opportunities for seed
funding, grants and loans.
How you do plan on promoting the Innovation
Centre of ASU on a larger level ?

•

Mapping of local History, Ecology and cultural Heritage in Apeejay School to create critical
thinking on their local environment.

•

ASU is a Meta University and promotes new
model for 21st century to offer stdents collaborative and multi disciplinary learning experience.

•

ASU is a part of Cluster Innovation Centers to
fosters innovation at early stages and to create
an innovation mindsets in the youth.

In your personal opinion do you think that the
Innovation Centre will help the students in reaching their true potential and develop ideal leadership
skills?
In my opinion the ideal high education system
should encompass the following:•

Learning and scholarship all the way up to
current frontiers of knowledge.

•

Research that pushes the frontier of knowledge.

•

Technology at the cutting edge.

•

Innovation to address the problems and opportunities in the industry

•

Entrepreneurship that generates wealth in the
society.

The innovation centre at ASU has been designed
to take care of all points for higher education as
above.

Pro-chancellor, Mr. Nishant Berlia, innaugrating the innovation centre

Creation of separate scholarship steam of National Innovation Scholarship analogues to
the national talent Search Scheme is suggested
by Ministry of HRD.

•

Linking innovation centre in each DIET ( Dis-

Students explaining a product design to Pro-chancellor

“Best Management School in North
India for Industry Interface 2019” by

“Distinguished University of the year
2019” by India Didactics Association Awards

“5th Rank in India’s Top Young Universities award 2019” by Outlook on Sep-

Education 2019 on 27 September, 2019 at Bangalore.

tember 2019.

Centre for Education Growth and Research,
(CEGR) on 23rd August, 2019 at Hyatt, Kalyani
Nagar, Pune.

“Most Promising Institute” award under engineering category by Jagran Josh.com on
27th March, 2019

“Making of Developed India Awards
and Pride of India – Corporate Leadership” Award to Apeejay Stya University at Taj

“Top Excellence in Education Award”
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New friends. New environment. New atmosphere.
New vibes.

Fresher’s Day is a celebration. The day began with new students’ registrations and welcome by staff and senior students in a
friendly way. They were formally brought into ASU family by Vice-chancellor and Chief Guest of the day, Ms. Mamta Singh,
IGP, Haryana Police.

F

irst day of the University life is always exciting. There’s a bit of nervousness as there is a sea of a change
from life in school. There is a new found freedom with school teachers not breathing down their neck.

With this nervous energy & excitement new first year students stepped into Apeejay Stya University on
first day of the two days Orientation. Their first interaction was with the Vice Chancellor, Dr. S. K. Salwan. A
world renowned scientist in missile technology. Remembering his days spent with former President of India,
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, Dr. Salwan suggested that it was important to dream and work hard to try and make
it come true. As Dr. Kalam often used to say that you have to dream before your dreams can come true.
Dr. Salwan also introduced the Chief Guest, Ms. Mamta Singh, IPS, Chief Vigilance Officer, SPMCIL, Ministry of Finance. Ms. Singh in her inspiring speech talked about how important it was to dream. And to fulfill
that dream it was mandatory to improve your knowledge base. She talked about taking failures in your stride,
staying focussed and never to give up.
Her words of wisdom were lapped up by students who thanked her with a thunderous round of applause. They
had realized that today was not just a new beginning. It is a new opportunity, a new chance, first day of their
University life was a moment to embrace.

FRESHERS’ DAY TALENT HUNT 2019
When students leave their cocooned comfort of schools they are
looking for a warm welcome in the University. That’s exactly what
seniors in Apeejay Stya University provided to the Batch of 2019.

The program started with a classical dance performance to invoke Goddess of Knowledge, followed by lamp lighting by Vice
Chancellor Dr. S.K. Salwan and an address by him to welcome new students to the University.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

by Competition Success Review (CSR) on 21st
April, 2019 at Le Meridian, New Delhi

India’s

1st

An afternoon program of Talent Hunt & Freshers’ Day was organized on the 22nd of August 2019 to try and bring out hidden
talents of ASU students.

ASU is planning to have the following steps to increase innovation into education.
•

APEEJAY STYA UNIVERSITY

Lands, Mumbai on 17th Feb, 2019

Chief guest of the day, Prof. D.N. Bajpai, Director, Apeejay Institute of Management, Greater Noida,
entertained students with his melodious voice. More than 40 students participated in competitions like
singing, solo and group, Dance, solo and group, and Open talent.
Based on the talent show, Anvita Bhargava of BJMC was adjudged Miss Fresher and Mukund Thakur,
School of Biosciences was adjudged Mr. Fresher. Faculty members doubled up as judges and thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment provided by highly talented students of the University.
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Importance of Research & Innovation in today’s curriculum
“MRS. SUSHMA PAUL BERLIA”
It was previliedge to be addressed by honourable Madam Chancellor of Apeejay Stya University, Mrs. Sushma Paul Berlia. She is a leading woman entrepreneur and industrialist of the country and has made outstanding contribution to the cause of industry, woman empowerment and education. She is the
Co-Promoter & President of Apeejay Stya & Svrán Group. Mrs. Sushma Paul
Berlia talked about the vision, and the mission behind setting up the Apeejay
Stya University. She said that ASU is yet another milestone in the unending
journey in pursuit of excellence – the culmination of a long-standing dream to
establish a seat of global learning that reflects the best practices of the leading
universities of the world.
The speech further shared the challenges which a university faces while taking care of curriculum as per the market requirement, technology and teaching-learning activities. At Apeejay Stya University there is an emphasis on importance of research, development and innovation.

Release of a paper on Technology for Nation Building and Defence, prepared by eminent scientists and ASU faculty. (L-R: Dr. S.K. Salwan, Vice-chancellor; Dr.V.K. Saraswat, Member, Niti
Aayog; Chancellor Ms. Sushma Berlia; Mr. M.P. Poonia, Vice-chairman, AICTE; Pro-Chancellor, Mr. Nishant Berlia)

Sharing her recent experiences Mrs. Berlia emphasised that creating and innovating in India will eventually lead to “Make in India.” She also said that
Chancellor, Ms. Sushma Berlia sharing her vision on research & innovation
skilled manpower was the need of the hour and its availability will come when
students will be encouraged to research and innovate, which will be followed by them joining the work force. She concluded her speech with the thought
that we should create a rich learning environment where the students should be encouraged for entrepreneurship, and to realise their true potential.

“EDUCATION FOR NATION BUILDING AND DEFENCE”

Presenting token of appreciation to eminent personalities and lamp lighting before the inaugral address by Dr. V.K. Saraswat

Inaugural Session

Dr.V.K. Saraswat’s dream of “Make in India”

U

nder the able leadership of Madam
Chancellor Mrs. Sushma Paul Berlia,
the high-profile two day symposium
organised by Apeejay Stya University began with
an inaugural address by Dr. Vijay Kumar Saras-

wat, member, NITI Ayog & Chancellor, Jawahar
Lal Nehru University. He is an accomplished
scientist with more than four decades of experience spanning over both basic and applied
sciences of defence research. He is a technology
leader, creator of the Integrated Guided Missile
Programme and Agni V Intercontinental Ballistic Missile. In his talk Dr. Saraswat focused on
creating a world class defence manufacturing
structure through Make in India Mission. He
said that through manufacturing we can create
jobs, we can do export and can improve GDP of
the country. Sharing a new vision for defence, he
shared how defence manufacturing industries,

defence R&D & technology has grown in India.
He stated that the 80s & 90s were decades of
major transformation of Defence Research and
Development Organisation or DRDO. Now it is
emerging as a technology generator due to synergy between Industry and DRDO. Dr. Saraswat,
in his address shared about the development of
weapon systems in India in the next 30 years.
Moving away from defence requirements, he
ended up his speech stating that there are some
technology gaps that have to be overcome and
then we will be able to develop smart cities and
centres of global excellence.

National symposium is an ASU initiative to raise awareness on the need for innovation

“The main hope of the nation lies in education
of its youth” and to understand the importance
of education and its challenges we had at the
Symposium two eminent personalities, Dr. M.
P. Poonia, Vice Chairman, All India Council for
Technical Education and Dr. Ajay Kumar Sharma, Vice Chancellor, I. K. Gujral Punjab Technical University.
Dr. M. P. Poonia started his speech expressing
that there should be an alignment between the
requirement of the technology for developing
nation and the curriculum being taught in the
universities. With the changing world and modernization of the society the importance of value
based education received at home is seems to

be declining. He appealed that values and experiences learnt is equally important in life for a
great nation like India. Our education should focus on technological knowledge, critical thinking, problem solving, expansion of knowledge
and overall holistic development. He stated that
AICTE has taken various measures in this respect and he appealed to the universities to consider implementing it.
Prof. Ajay Kumar Sharma, Vice Chancellor, I.
K. Gujral Punjab Technical University was the
next speaker to talk on higher education for developed India. He discussed the current status
of higher education, compared it to global education system, and use of technology that can

improve higher education in India.
He stated that India’s education system is the
third largest in the world next to United States
and China. But if we try and look for institutes
of eminence among our universities and colleges
there are hardly any. He also expressed concern
on the availability of teaching faculty for higher
education. Admitting that getting quality teaching staff who can inspire youth was a major challenge. It was high time we implemented global
practices of using technology to improve higher
education like, mobile internet, cloud technology, automation of knowledge, digital payments,
verifiable digital identity, et al.
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Women’s Day celebration in ASU

Symposium on nation

building also stressed
on ‘health for all’ as
national necessity

Mr. Aditya Berlia, Pro-Chancellor, Apeejay Stya University, chaired the session on “Health for All” and shared his views on impact of good health on
development of a nation and its defence. While talking about Swatch Bharat
movement as the largest preventive health program ever taken by any nation, he urged to stop criticising the hitches. He shared his grave concerns
on bio-terrorism and the unique characteristics of these agents coupled
with the dearth of knowledge in this particular subject by health care first
responders and suggested it is imperative that these responders be knowledgeable on the detection, diagnoses and response to biological agents so as
to minimize adverse health effects and prevent fatalities. He also urged the
policy makers and citizens of India to encourage more approachable integrated policies for healthcare.
Following the illuminating talk by Mr.
Berlia, Dr. M.C. Mishra took to stage.
Dr. Mishra has retired as Director of
All India Institutue of Medical Sciences,
New Delhi and had traveled from Jaipur
to participate in the Symposium. His
presentation centred around the magnitude of the healthcare and tips for better & healthy life. He suggested that the
motto of ‘health for all’ is achievable only
when each and every individual of the
nation is aware about the significance of
being healthy, has enough awareness about the various health policies (media awareness/ health campaigns) and has an easy access to all the healthcare
facilities.

Later in this session, Prof. Jairup Singh delivered a key note address on
“Unraveling of Nature by Genetics and its Impact on us”. He stated that
mathematical precision exists in nature like speed of light, the growth in
plants and even in human race variation. He informed the gathering that
about 50 million people are suffering from monogenic disorder in India itself. He insisted on the need of advancements in genetic engineering, cloning and artificial womb technique for better medical facilities for those suffering from genetic disorder.
Dr.Sumana Arora highlighting issues related to “Health for All” among the
private and government health sectors talked about malnutrition, availability of safe drinking water, sanitation and open garbage disposal problems
leading to dissemination of disease. She also discussed about the progressive
interventions like ban on smoking in public places, increase of maternity
leave to six months and Ayushman Bharat Yojana (National Health Protection Scheme) by the Indian government. She concluded the session with an
insistence on the simple interventions in preventive healthcare policies and
their effective implementation.

“NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENCE”

T

he session on “National Security and Defence” started with a talk by Dr. K.M. Rajan started
comparing military strengths of India, Pakistan and China in terms of defense budget, strength
of armed forces, number of nuclear warheads, fighter aircrafts, strategic missiles and other defence resources. He discussed areas in which India is lacking and shared his views over how can we
build a credible deterrence. He also shared the latest technologies developed by DRDO for developed
nation like Pinaca Target system, Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System, Future Warfare, Future Defense System etc.
Dr. Sudhir Mishra, well known for honing technology for mounting of Brahmos, the supersonic missile, on the Sukhoi aircraft, on ship, or in a submarine, started his talk sharing the contribution of
science and technology in defense of our country. He talked about the biggest opportunity that India
missed after world war when eminent scientists from Russia wanted to migrate to India but due to our
rigid structure, we couldn’t bring them here. He also emphasized on the upcoming technologies like
Big Data, Cyber Security, Additive manufacturing, Simulation and higher technological tools that can
be used in future application. He suggested to combine our natural resources, human resources and the
technology to come out with vision document to reach the desired goal to make India of 21st century.

The session concluded by signing off remarks by Shri Pallava Bagla, who while appreciating the august
gathering of such eminent personalities under one roof, thanked Dr. S.K.Salwan for his leadership qualities in pulling off such a great symposium. He also encouraged students present to aspire to go in space
in the manned mission announced by our Prime Minister, Mr. Narendra Modi on this Independence Day.

ASU practices equality of gender, it provides a safe and secure environment to its women throughout
the year

Baisakhi Dalapati

“Women is the soul of this universe”
&

“She is complete in herself ”
were the thoughts of Vice Chancellor Apeejay
Stya University (ASU) S K Salwan that cheered
the gathering dominated by women at the University on the occasion of International Women’s
Day on March 8, 2019.
The Day was marked by the presence of Honourable guest – Major General Satbeer Singh,
Dr Anthony Raju (Advocate and Chairman –
All India Council of Human Rights, Liberties
and Social Justice), Dr June Ann (International
President – Women Wing), Dr Neelima V. Kamrah (Registrar KIIT Group of colleges), Mr Vijay Srivastava, Mrs Bhumika Srivastava, Mr Tej
Thapa, and Dr Sanjana John. Other guests were
Dr Reetu Betala,(Director Apeejay Institute of
Design) Dr V Raghvan, Dr Hooda and Dr D N
Bajpai
The objective of Women’s Day celebration across the globe remains
appreciation, love and respect for
women but ASU had a different
perspective altogether for women
which reflected in its theme for the
Day – “Balance for better, think
equal, build smart and innovative
for change.”
Following the lighting of the lamp
by Vice Chancellor of ASU Acharya Dr Lokesh Muni, Dr Anthony
Raju and Major General Satbeer
Singh, a performance on Saraswati vandana by final year student of
SJMC Shrvya enthralled the audience.
Mrs Sushma Paul Berlia, Honourable Chancellor, ASU conveyed her
thoughts on the occasion, “I believe
gender Parity will be achieved the
day when women don’t need a separate category of award. The quest

for women empowerment must
include men…………..Leading
and multitasking comes naturally
to women. All they need are opportunities and removal of obstacles in their path. This is precisely what I seek to ensure for our
women.”

ical Affairs, Park Way Pantai ----Dr S k Salwan.

The university in Association with All India
Council of Human Rights, Liberties and Social
Justice presented the 9th International Women
of courage, summit, Awards on the occasion of
Women’s Day.
The “International Women of Courage Award”
was given to Prof Reetu Betala, Director Apeejay
Institute of Design, Mrs Sudesh Goyat, Defence
Widows Rights Activist, Ms Sushma Kharbanda,
In-charge Pre-primary section Apeejay School
Jalandhar, Ms Reeta Kohli, Sr Advocate, Dr Anupama Diwan, Dean School of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, Apeejay Stya University, Dr Latika
Bhalla, Dr Suman Arora, Group Head of Med-

The student Awardees were Ms Simran Srivastava, B.Tech (Computer science), School of Engineering and Technology and Ms Supreet Aneja,
BJMC, School of Journalism and Mass Communication.
Many powerful thoughts about women and their
betterment were shared on the Day but amongst
those Major General Satbeer Singh’s appeal to
the audience “Beti ko Sathi banao” demanded a
huge round of applause. He stressed on the fact
that the feeling of equality should be first implanted in the minds of the people for the actual
empowerment of women.

Pseudo-Womanocracy

F

Sravya M G
eminism is in the news for all the right and
wrong reasons. Feminism is bashed for its
openness. Feminists renamed as femi-nazis. Feminism is interpreted in one’s own liberty for
all the wrong reasons. “Feminism this and feminism
that”. Being a sole representative for gender-equality,
democracy is gradually brought to be synonymous
to women-empowerment. Even where it is of least
accordance to women, the need for their upliftment
is highlighted.

The most recent development is the #metoo movement that was given a desi spin-off by Tanushree
Dutta, alleging Nana Patekar of harassment. Analyzed and promoted in both the perceptions, the
movement was soon joined by women who came out
with their harassment stories. These women while
they exercise their right for protection from harassment, several onlookers exercised their freedom of

speech to shame them. Sympathizing is an ornament to politicians and twitter troll armies (just for
the sake of it), while empathizing is alien.
Another recent development on the requirement of
revising women’s right in the Indian constitution was
the Sabarimala verdict. A woman’s right to climb the
shrine made national headlines. Orators in rallies
spoke of how it has caused inconvenience to their
mothers and sisters that they now have resorted to
the streets to protest the verdict. A woman spoke
about how she was a feminist and still did not support the verdict.
Speeches that emphasize on mothers and sisters of
the nation, the turmoil that they have been facing
throughout centuries and how things would change
in near future are just limited to the script and never effectively implemented. The word women/ma-
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Film appreciation workshop

Baisakhi Dalapati

five-day Film Appreciation said: “To make a great film, you need three reception of any work of art. Either a film
Course was organized by the things: Number one, the script; Number has something to say to you or it hasn’t. If
Film and Television Institute two, the script; and Number three, the you’re moved by it, you don’t need it exof India (FTII), Pune, in col- script.” Hitchcock created film classics plained to you. If not, no explanation can
laboration with the School because he was a master of his craft, Mr make you be moved by it.”
of Journalism and Mass Communication Ahirwal added.
The speakers shared their views on films
(SJMC), Apeejay Stya University (ASU) on
and how they influApril 10 at Apeejay School
ence our thoughts,
auditorium in Sheikh Sarai,
habits, fashion and
New Delhi.
lifestyle in general.
ASU Vice Chancellor Dr
Mr Ahirwal shared a
S. K. Salwan was the chief
personal anecdote on
guest at the launch of the
the global appeal of
workshop, while FTII RegBollywood. He was
istrar Mr Varun Bhardtravelling from Amwaj was the guest of honman, Jordan, to the
our. Other guests were the
Iraqi capital, Baghcourse directors, Mr Pandad, soon after the
kaj Saxena and Mr Munish
removal of Saddam
Bharadwaj.
Hussain, when they
were stopped by some
Professor Sajal Mukherjee,
gun-toting militants,
Director, Apeejay Institute
who started quesof Mass communication;
FTII comes to ASU for its prestigious film appreciation course and receives an overwhelming response from
tioning them. When
Mr Sanjay Ahirwal, Dean,
our students!
the men realised that
School of Journalism and
the journalists were from India, they said,
Mass Communication, ASU; and Professor Ashok Ogra, Advisor, Mass Commu- The Film Appreciation Course has been “Oh, Amitabh Bachchan”, and let them
nication, AIMC were also present at the introduced into ASU’s curriculum to ben- pass as they were from the same country
efit those wanting to learn the various as Bachchan.
occasion.
elements of filmmaking such as cinemaMr Ahirwal talked of the education im- tography, script writing, dialogue writing, Other vehicles that carried people from
parted through films and related an an- screenplay, sound effects, and digitization other countries were not so lucky, and
ecdote relating to movie director Quen- of film production. About 90 participants were stopped and even looted, he added.
tin Tarantino, who said that when people attended the workshop.
“Thanks to Indian Cinema and especialasked him: “Did you go to film school?”, he
After all Italian director Federico Fellini ly Amitabh Bachchan, we were safe,” Mr
replied: “No I went to films.”
once said: “I don’t like the idea that un- Ahirwal said.
He also quoted Alfred Hitchcock who derstanding is an essential element in the

Jehangir Art Gallery : SOLO Painting Exhibition
Faculty of Design and Visual Arts Abdul Salam
Khan, National Awarded Visual Artist/Academician cum Social Activist, exhibited his solo
paintings exhibition at Jehangir Art Gallery
from 25th February to 3rd March, 2019.
Mr Khan brought a new dimension
and perspective into landscape painting, reinvigorating it in ways suited to a contemporary
sensibility. He has successfully exhibited an
amalgamation of traditional canvas and contemporary art where there is a need to register
a wide arc of visual stimuli, to replicate both
the dynamic of seeing and the dynamic of an
ever-changing visual field. His paintings tantalize the mind through the tensions between
the elusive image and the articulated painting
process, at the same time as they delight the
eye through sensuous color and verve of paint
application.
Despite the realistic connotations, his

art successfully sculpts away the
apparent references to the objective world to evoke a multiplicity
of meanings. The polyphonic value is the result of his abilities as a
colorist and skill to strike the right
note through a flawless symbiosis
between form and content.
He portrays the formation
of rock mountains cape in a very
individualistic style. His work has
evolved from ‘form to formless’. It’s
all about raw nature.
Total 41 artifacts are displayed, out of them most are creative landscapes and few are portrait based on series
attitude and two of them are his recently developed Decorative Calligraphy.
Mr Khan said, “The efforts behind
these creations is to push our people to Na-

ture’s Lap. Not only full filling the criteria of
awareness, 10% of the amount generated by
selling these painting will be donated for “Tridhara” a charity for “Women’s Empowerment”
& Beti Bachao and Under Privileged Women.
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(A session with Dr Lisa Mills at AIMC)

A tête-à-tête with film maker

rected are “Marching Forward”(2018)
- which chronicles
the rise of the allblack
marching
band at Jones High
School. The story
focuses on efforts to
get the band to the
1964 World’s Fair
and what it meant
for these Orlando
students to experience the segregated
south on the brink
of the Civil Rights
Movement.
“Beneath
the
Crown” (2016) The documentary
is about Sylvia Hitchcock won Miss Alabama in a borrowed bridesmaids dress in
the 1967. Less than a year later this athlete
and artist was crowned the most beautiful
woman in the world. As her sparkle fades
away in a small Florida town, Sylvia’s inner
beauty lives on beneath the crown.
“Hymns of Three cities” (2015) - Racial
violence remains hidden in the landscape when we cannot come to terms with
our past.
She also won the Best College
Documentary at the Ogeechee
History
Film

On May 6, students of Apeejay Stya University got an opportunity to interact with
filmmaker Dr Lisa Mills from the University of Central Florida at the Apeejay
Institute of Mass
Communication
where she shared her
experience as a
broadcast journalist
and
making award-winning films.
Dr Mills is a Film
Florida Education
Council Chair Associate Professor, Film
MFA Graduate Coordinator and Film
Program Coordinator at the Nicholson
School of Communication and Media,
University of Central Florida. Before
that she was a broadcast journalist for 25
years. Her films and
documentaries have
won many awards
over the years.
Among
the
award-winning documentaries that she
But of course! A selfie is a must!
has made or co-di-

Design
Your
Career

Festival in February this year.
Dr Mills was accompanied with two students of the University of Central Florida’s
film proramme, Ms Kayla Beadle and Mr
Kevin Garcia. Both have made award-winning short films of less than 10 minutes in
length that were shown to the students.
“The Committee”, a documentary made
by Dr Mills in 2012 and which won the
National Suncoast Emmy Award in December 2014, was also shown to ASU and
AIMC students. The film dealt with the
problems that homosexuals faced in postWorld War II America. It talked about
how the John’s Committee sought out homosexuals in UCF and fired them after
unethical interrogations.
Ms Kayla’s film was based on people with
Down syndrome or autism. A beautifully
filmed documentary, she showed the life
led by the specially abled people in a positive light.
“People with Down syndrome can lead a
happy life with a feeling of contentment,”
she said.
Mr Kevin’s short film was based on a true
story of a mother who was suffering from
Alzheimer’s. There were quite a few wet
eyes among the audience after the film
that had some intense dialogues was over.

Panel Discussion was conducted on
“Designing Your Career- Challenges
& Oppurtunities”. Industry Speakers
ie. Top Level Executives from Samsung, ELP(Ecomonic Law Practices),
BSI ( British Standards Institution),
Pharmacopea Commission & Prism
World Participated. This Session was
moderated by Mr. O. P. Khanduja - Director, School of Management
Dwarka.
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An initiative to break the silence on mental health issues.
Kusum Sharma

A blissful trip

In the 21st century where everything is Girhein by Sakshi Gulati and Samvartha
changing at a rapid pace, there is no time ‘Sahil’ talks about depression and also reto stop. Stress has become a part of
a common man’s life. In the hustle
and bustle of life no one knows what
the other person is going through
internally.
Depression is one of the most common mental illnesses in today’s time.
Our society fails to understand the
importance of mental health. Many
people fear to talk about what they
are going through due to this stigma that prevails in the society.

Divya Sinha
After the hectic schedule and study load, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication decided to take a break and plan a trip to Pushkar
during the Pushkar Camel Festival. On 15th
November, 2018, we started around 6:00
am. The journey with our batch mates was
wonderful. We spent the time singing, dancing, and playing rediscovering ourselves.
We reached the resort around 4:30 pm and
it was beyond our expectation. We were all
overwhelmed seeing the sunset, mountain
and the pool in the resort. Boys and girls
were provided with different dorms. We
freshened up quickly and headed for the
Pushkar lake to attend the Maha Aarti. The
surroundings, with cool breeze, energised
our bodies. Unfortunately, we could not attend the Maha Aarti that day but somehow
we managed to attain the light show. Later,
we went back to the resort and had dinner.
The dining area was beautifully decorated
and all of us had also enjoyed the meal.

1. What inspired you to make your
documentary on a sensitive topic like
depression and mental illness?

Pushkar from a student’s lens

Next day we went to the Pushkar Brahma temple. This is the only existing
temple of Lord Brahma in Asia. It is indeed a magnificent creation. We saw
the different Ghats and gathered lots of information about each of the Ghats.
Pushkar Ghats are simply magnificent. When I was standing at the Ghat, I
felt a certain sense of calm. In fact, there was a sense of power in the the aura
of Pushkar temple. We proceeded towards the Pushkar Cattle Festival where
we had to walk on sand. It was a challenging task for us. The fair was full of
colours and it was altogether a different experience for us. We saw a beautiful
dance performance by a horse. We had the opportunity to interact and interview the local people regarding this fair and learn about the history of this
festival. We were told that during this festival, a lot of trading of animals such
as horses, camels, cows, and buffaloes take place. The local people added
that the selling rates of the animals were decided upon their quality and
ability. A lot of handcrafted items that were for sale made the culture of
Rajasthan quite evident.

other exemplary place to visit. In the midst of alluring fragrance of rose petals
and the sound of hymns, I prayed and I felt blessed in that positive environment. And then it was the end , as we headed back to our college. It was a trip
in which we enjoyed and learned a lot and had a great experience and made
lots of memories. For me this trip was an extraordinary experience.

When we thought of discussing the necessity of fighting stigma around mental
health it occurred to us that the best way
to fight stigma and encourage fighting
stigma is by coming before camera and
telling our own stories, our own struggles
and our own survivals. Anchoring the film
on our own life gave us the luxury to touch
upon the various dimensions of mental
health, especially depression. e both had
struggled with depression and had constantly felt that not enough conversations
are being created around mental illnesses
especially from the perspective of those
who suffer from it.

After spending time at the Mela, we went back to the resort where we enjoyed at the swimming pool. It was the
best part of the trip as everyone enjoyed playing in water. Later we attended the Maha Aarti which we missed
on the first day. The Arti was astonishing and the beautiful fireworks lighted our hearts with joy. Later at night
we had a bonfire and since it was the last night of the trip,
we all sang and had interesting conversations and in that
moment everyone’s happy face is all that I remember.
Next day we left for Ajmer Sharif Dargah, which was an-

Two thoughts have been at the centre of
the film Girhein, from the time we set out
thinking about it. One, to fight the stigma attached to mental health and two, to
emphasis on the social support. This two
pronged idea at its core believed that a
more sensitive atmosphere can help more
than any other kinds of interventions to
deal with issues of mental health.

In our own experience we had felt com-

flects on the tools like art, poetry etc that
help in coping up with depression. It also
challenges the stigma that exists in
the society regarding mental health.
It beautifully emphasizes on the importance of mental health and how it
is important to talk about what you
are going through.
In this interview Sakshi Gulati talks
about her journey of fighting the battle of depression and about making of
the documentary:-

The risk in that scenario was how
to handle and balance out the tonal
shifts that these mediums would have
forted more by a healthy support system
brought
to the film. It took a lot of time
than by medication, though we do agree
and acknowledge that in extreme condi- at the editing table to bring a cohesive
tions medicines were a must. So bringing structure to the film despite the shifting
this forward became very important for rhythms of the sequences.
us. This is what put us on the journey to
3. Your documentary talks about your jourmake the film.
ney of fighting depression. How would you
2. Your documentary used a lot of graphics describe your battle of overcoming depresand art to talk about depression . What was sion?
the film making strategy you opted for the
Messy. Its important to be honest here.
documentary ?
Depression and coming out of it is messy
The experience of mental illness is some- and often alienating. But at the same time,
times impossible to explain within the it can be a truly revealing experience if one
boundaries of structured language, so its could just find a way to look at the expeexpression often appears unstructured, rience with some honesty. That honesty
fragmented or amorphous. So the chal- is the most difficult part. Art had been a
lenge was, how do you film the unfilmable? lifeboat during the depressive phases and
also the support system which was around
As we were exploring how expression, not us. Sadly, they were not able to understand
just as spoken words but also through me- what was happening very well, yet they
diums such as poetry, cinema, diary en- were empathic.
tries, painting etc., can help with coping
up with and healing depression, we could
expand the language of the film to include
various other forms like animation and
graphics.

Worth a thousand word!

AWARDS & ACCOLADES
“Distinguished University of the year
2019” by India Didactics Association Awards

“5th Rank in India’s Top Young Universities award 2019” by Outlook on Sep-

Education 2019 on 27 September, 2019 at Bangalore.

tember 2019.

“Best Management School in North
India for Industry Interface 2019” by

Centre for Education Growth and Research,
(CEGR) on 23rd August, 2019 at Hyatt, Kalyani
Nagar, Pune.

“Top Excellence in Education Award”

by Competition Success Review (CSR) on 21st
April, 2019 at Le Meridian, New Delhi

“Most Promising Institute” award under engineering category by Jagran Josh.com on
27th March, 2019

“Making of Developed India Awards
and Pride of India – Corporate Leadership” Award to Apeejay Stya University at Taj

Lands, Mumbai on 17th Feb, 2019
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			All Eyes on ASU 					

The most awaiting day of ASU Fest Elaan is the Cultural Day – Tarang.
Apeejay Stya University organised the cultural Day on March 15, 2019.
The 2019 Tarang stood at par excellence with its amazing performances.
The excitement of the students and the faculty was resnating everywhere in the form of loud music, beautiful decoration of the entire campus, females beautifully dressed in vibrating colours, and males too
appeared in smart outfits on the occasion.
The explosion of joy reverberated in every performance of the day – be it solo singing competition,
group dance, solo dance, fashion show or Nukkad natak.
To begin with the events, ASU’s honourable
chief guest Ms Ranjana Jaitley, Vice Chancellor Dr S K Salwan, Registrar Mr Yadav, Academic Registrar Dr Varuna Tyagi went up
to the stage for the lamp lighting ceremony.
The show began with soul pleasing and
heart touching performance on Ganesh
Vandana by a student from the School of
Journalism and Mass Communication Srvya.
Solo singing competition is what started next. One could see the excitement and curiosity in the eyes of
every individual in the crowd. Anticipations about who would win
the competition not only made
the participant’s pulse racing but
also that of the audience. The
judges Mr Rajesh Yadav and Ms
Jyoti Chandra too must have had a
hard time to decide on the winners.
Hootings, roars and clappings were
not enough to cheer the participants
on seeing their talent especially when
a student from Manav Rachna
University mesmerised the
crowd with his performance of a sufi song.

o -

that hooked the audience to their seats was ADMAD – where teams
came up with the most entertaining form of marketing to get their products on our mind. The judges were Mr Sanjay Ahirwal and Dr Manoj
Kumar.
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Its Elaan after all!

Solo dance and group dance were other events that were long awaited.
Latest numbers from Bollywood full of beats almost lifted the audience
from their seats to dance on the floor.
Last event was none other than the Fashion Show, the most popular one.
The joy of dressing is an art but the artists of fashion had brought the
art to life. The School of Design and Visual Arts presented the contemporary and opulent Divas in their fanciest of gowns walking
down the red-carpet. The luxury of the exclusive with delicate yet
bold silhouettes, the shimmer and texture of the rich fabrics, the
pattern and the colours, were all specially thought through and
designed, the special prerogative of pure inspiration, resolutely,
uniquely, singularly based on the current millennial celebrities.
Even the boys walking down the ramp left us spellbound.
Tarang cannot be complete without the mention of the finest
performance of students from the different colleges who participated in Nukkad Natak. The concepts that were taken up
in the Nukkad natak were based on current and relevant issues. One of them was the rising fees of the educational institutions. Some of the important topics well played were
mob lynching, sex education, and discriminatory entries
to places of worship. These issues were presented with a
lot of effort and energy and in a sarcastic way to convey a meaningful message to the society.

Another programme

ASU students showcase creativity at

Techshield

Innovation comes about when we trust our own
ideas and work on them so that they become a
harbinger of change.
The main aim of Techshield, the technical fest held
at Apeejay Stya University on March 13, was to
encourage students to come out with innovative
ideas and provide them with a platform to showcase their talent.
It comprised six different events including Bomb

Defusal-Treasure
Hunt that included
competitive programming, PUBGLAN
Gaming,
Clone Tech, Web
Reflect and the E-Innovation Exhibition.
Mr Pravin Kumar Mehta, a distinguished scientist and Director General, Armament and Combat
Engineering Systems, was the chief guest at the
event.
Mr Mehta leads a team of scientists under the Armament Cluster Group of Labs located at Pune,
Ahmednagar, Nasik, Chennai, Balasore and

Chandigarh/Manali. He was associated with the
Agni missile programme from its inception.
The event was organised by ASU students under the guidance of Controller of Examinations
Parikshit Vashisht and Assistant Professor Deepti
Thakral from the School of Computer Science and
Engineering.
---Baisakhi Dalapati
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Energia

nual Sports Day at ASU is much awaited,
not only by the students but by the faculty as well. The energy and enthusiasm is
infectious and the pride it brings and
memories it leaves are well worth the
effort young atheletes put to win competitions.
Apeejay Stya University’s Annual
Sports Day was on March 14, 2019.
Teams from G.D Goenka University,
K.R. Managlam University, DPGITM,
KIIT, Rawal Institution, J K Business,
YMCA participated in the games. Always ready for healthy competetion,
All work and no play is not something we
we
saw an unparalleled enthusiasm in our
believe in at Apeejay Stya University. An-

A Healthy Mind Resides
in a Healthy Body! At
ASU we prepare our students for both, mental and
physical challenges!

Issue 6 | June 2019

students, and most took part in one or the
other events. The event was declared open
by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Dr. S.K.Salwan which was followed by an impressive
march-past.
Medals were awarded to the winners by
the Chief Guest Mr. Ajai Singh (Member
of DRDO. Seven international level referees from Delhi University, Nehru Stadium, New Delhi, and Northern Railways,
and our own Sports officer Dr. Mahesh
Sharma worked hard for smooth conduct
of the games.
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ASU students adopt NSS with enthusiasm
Baisakhi Dalapati
The National Service Scheme (NSS) was introduced into Apeejay Stya University’s curriculum in the 2016-17 academic year
and has been extemely popular with the students.
The government introduced NSS as part of the academic structure of colleges on the birth centenary of Mahatma Gandhi in
1969.
The main objectives of the NSS in ASU are to enhance the character of students through community work and train those interested in social work.
NSS has been initiating social awareness drives such as gardening, plantation of saplings, poster making, visits to government
schools, pottery workshops, yoga sessions, as well as screening
biopics of Nobel Prize winners such as Malala Yousafzai and eminent personalities like Dr B R Ambedkar, the architect of India’s
constitution.
NSS participants carried out quite a few campaigns in the 2018-19 academic year such as Drug-Free India, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Mental Health
Awareness Week.
They were taken on field trips to local government schools to give them an
awareness of the problems and issues faced in rural India. Most of the activities were aimed at understanding current issues such as inportance of cleanliness, environment protection, and gender equality.

The motto of NSS is “NOT ME, BUT YOU”. An NSS
volunteer places the ‘community’ before ‘self ’. This is
part of the third dimension of education, namely, value
education, which is imparted at ASU

significant effort by NSS volunteers to raise
awareness of ecological issues and inculcate
sensitivity towards animals and birds.

Team activities such as dodge ball tournaments were organised to inculcate
values like gender equality, team spirit, time management and leadership.
The International Day of Yoga, Independence Day, Women’s Day, Youth Day,
World Day of Social Justice, and International Mother Language Day were
also observed by NSS at ASU.
The recent general election was marked by workshops on poster making
aimed at creating awareness regarding the rights and duties of a citizen, particularly during the polls. Another significant programme was the Young Voter’s
Education Initiative aimed at enrolling those who had just attained the age of
18 years as voters.
A programme to arrange food and water for birds and animals was another

AWARDS & ACCOLADES
“11th Innovation Education Leadership Award” for the Best Private
University in North India on 16th February,2019 at Taj Lands, Mumbai.
“ED Tech Review Higher Education Award 2019” by TCS iON for
excellence in Entrepreneurship and Employability on 15th February,2019 at Bangalore.
“Top University of India- 2018” by Digital Learning magazine on 4th
February ,2019

“Asia’s Most Innovative University Award -2018” by All India Council
of Human Rights, Liberties and Social Justice on 9th December ,2018
School of Engineering & Technology at Apeejay Stya University has featured in
India Today Aspire among the “best Engineering Universities in India” ,2018
Apeejay Stya University (ASU) - School of Management Sciences has been
ranked 39 (All India) under the category of ‘Top 75 BBA Institute Rankings 2018’
by Times of India, BBA Education Ranking Survey 2018.Under the category of ‘Top
15 Universities’, ASU - School of Management Sciences has been ranked 10.

Apeejay Stya University - School of Engineering & Technology has
been ranked No. 2 and No. 1 in the ‘Top Engineering Institutes - Emerging’ and ‘Emerging Engineering Institutes - Placement’ categories respectively by the Times of India, Engineering Ranking Survey 2018.

Dr S. K. Roy joins
as Dean - School of Management Sciences
Dr S.K. Roy is a Ph.D. in
Management, has Gold
Medal in Master of Economics & additional
Master’s degree in Business Administration with
specialization in Marketing & Advertising from
Banaras Hindu University (B.H.U).
He has 20 years of industry experience in companies of repute
based in Mumbai & 8 years of teaching & administrative experience as Professor & Dean of Management School in reputed
private universities of North India. He also worked at University
of Cape Coast, Ghana, West Africa as Professor and served its
affiliated college, Academic City College, Accra as Dean, School
of Commerce & Social Sciences.
Dr Roy is very particular about stress management, decision making, career counselling and time-management and has conducted
several workshops in various schools across Delhi and NCR, as a
part of ASU’s Corporate Social Responsibility initiative.
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If you are looking for a peaceful

Kusum Sharma

dle Eastern country located close to the

Q
What Qatar

Corniche
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United Arab Emirates. Qatar is also

atar provides a unique experience of the Arabic culture. It’s
modern infrastructure and different styles of skyscrapers will blow of
your mind. Even though it’s in the desert
area, the amazing beaches of this country
will give you a different experience in the
desert altogether. If you are a nature lover,
the greenery of this country in the middle
of all the infrastructure will surely catch
your eye. Qatar has a very peaceful environment, which gives you an opportunity
to break away from the hustle and bustle
of your everyday routine.

known world’s richest country.

Qatar, through it is traditional heritage

The Pearl

and routine gives you a close glimpse of
the Arabic Culture. It is traditional markets provide are the best place to find different variety of Arabic goods. Qatar also
has a diverse food variety from Turkish
food to the local Qatari special Majboos,
which gives you a chance to experience
different Arabic cuisines according to
your own preferred taste.

Here is the list of top 7
places which will make
your vacation in Qatar a
memory for lifetime.

Sealine
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ASU & CEMCA PRODUCE RADIO ENABLED LEARNING
COURSE ON COMMUNITY RADIO IN INDIA

destination for a vacation, Qatar is the
perfect place for you. Qatar is a Mid-

offers as a
travel
destination?

APEEJAY STYA UNIVERSITY

Dean, SJMC (2nd from Right) at the launch of radio enabled learning
course on Community Radio

Apeejay Stya University and Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for
Asia, with its stress on Technology and Open and Distance Learning, are proud
to announce the launch of two certificate courses in Hindi and Tamil for practitioners of Community Radio as well as students of Journalism and Mass Communication, and also interested community members. The course contents in
Audio and PPT format designed and developed in collaboration with Apeejay Stya University, Gurugram, for Hindi, and the Sri Sankara College of Arts
and Science, Kancheepuram, for Tamil. Both institutions will offer the courses
online and award certificates to the registered students on completion of the
course.

Course Description

Course Objectives

The radio enabled learning certificate course on community
radio in India provides information on the basic as well as advanced steps in community radio. The course gives the historical background of radio, the application process of community
radio, the policy and governance of radio, the community radio
set-up process, the program formats, community engagement,
sustainability aspects, best practices and more.
The course talks about the topics in an audio format, which is
conversational, simple to understand, and with musical rendition of topics and audio evaluations at the end of each chapter.
The ‘Community Radio in India’ course is accessible, simple and
interactive. Though it is meant for anybody who is interested in
the subject, but students will get two credits on completing the
course.

To offer a two-credit course through certifications from UGC
recognised institutions.
To provide a study on the concept and history of community
radio under creative commons license.
To provide content in a simple accessible audio format through
local spoken language for all those interested in community
media.
To make available the audio material to all radio stations especially the community ones free of cost for broadcast.
To provide interactivity and evaluate the skills using digital
technology.
The Hindi version is being offered by Apeejay Stya University,
Sohna-Palwal Road, Sohna, through its Styavani on https://i-radiolive.com/#!/aod/satyavani portal.
The course is designed and developed as a two-credit course,
which will take eight weeks (two months) to complete.

Registration for the Course
Please log on to https://university.apeejay.edu/ for Hindi

Pride Month: Google Doodle Celebrates
50 Years of LGBTQ Pride
Corniche is known as the centre of Doha(capital of Qatar). It is known for the beauty of it’s
skyscrapers. The buildings change colour in the
night.Sea adjoins the area which makes it more
aesthetically beautiful at night.

Sealine

Sealine is the perfect place for a thrilling beach
experience in Qatar. It’s natural beauty will surely
blow your mind and just opposite the beach you
can see the sand dunes where people go for sand
dunning.

Sakhshi Tickoo

Pearl is not just any area in Qatar, it’s an artificial
island. This area is very posh and is heaven for
automobile lovers. It also has places like Porto
Arabia which look very beautiful at night.

Villaggio

Villaggio is a mall that is always abuzz with activity. Designed to give you the feel of Venice, Villaggio
draws a lot of crowd for the Gandola rides it offers, and
its indoor theme park, Gondolania. It also has an exclusive range of brands and food outlets.

Sealine is the perfect place for a thrilling beach
experience in Qatar. It’s natural beauty will surely
blow your mind and just opposite the beach you
can see the sand dunes where people go for sand
dunning.

Museum of Islamic Arts

The Museum of Islamic Arts is one of the most
famous museums of the world. It treasures the
rich history of Arab and many other cultures.

“Over the past 50 years, that
powerful spirit of pride has
spread from Christopher
Street to other streets and
neighbourhoods and communities, connecting people
all around the world. That
expanding spirit of love and
acceptance is something we’ve
hoped to capture in today’s
Doodle.”

On 4 June, Google honoured 50 years
of pride history with a vibrant doodle depicting the struggles of LGBTQ
community. The doodle encompasses the 50-year long journey that the
community has embarked upon to
gain acceptance.
According to the Economic Times,
several countries organise their pride
parades in June in solidarity with the
Stonewall riots of 1969, when the
community was attacked in a small
Greenwich village bar in New York by the police. This is often cited as the
beginning of the LGBTQ+ rights movement.
The riot led to more protests following which LGBT pride marches were held
on a large scale.
The Google Doodle is created by Nate Swinehart and it showcases the early
pride activism on Christopher Street in New York City to the worldwide celebrations of today.

Indian Express

Google Doodle Art Director Erich Nagler to The

The designer of the doodle, Nate Swinehart, calls the pride month a ‘symbol
of celebration’ for the community.
“The Pride Parade is a symbol of celebration and liberation for the entire LGBTQ+ community. From its early
days of activism on Christopher Street in New York City,
to the worldwide celebrations of today, it has empowered
and given voice to a bright and vibrant community.”
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APRICOT stands for “Apeejay registration

in the courses of tomorrow”. This is designed
by Professor Manpreet Singh Sehgal, Assistant,
Department of Computer Science and Engineering. It was implemented under the guidance of
Dr Sudhakar Ranjan, Coordinator School of
Engineering and Technology. APRICOT has
immensely assisted in the academic system of
Apeejay Stya University. 5 types of users can access and benefit from APRICOT which includes
students, faculty members, accounts department
and administration.

BBA & B.Com students and faculty members, Prof. Deepak Halan & Prof.
Latasha Nayyar of School of Management Sciences, Apeejay Stya University, as part of Industry Interface Program, recently visited the BSE (Bombay
Stock Exchange) Delhi office. Established in 1875, BSE is Asia’s first stock
exchange and world’s 10th largest.

School of Journalism & Mass Communication students during their summer internship at NDTV. From Left to Right: Kalash Thakur (BJMC 2nd
year), Ravish Kumar, Ankush Taqdir (BJMC 2nd year)

As a student of this University, one is offered the
opportunity to choose from not only their own
departments’ courses but also across the other 7 schools. APRICOT provides a secure and
friendly environment to students to opt for various courses. Once a student clicks the ‘student
link’ on the welcome page, ‘APRICOT Student
Login Screen’ appears. Here the student fills his/
her enrollment number. Then the confirmation
screen appears where the details of the student
are checked by him/her after which the OTP or
one time password is sent to the registered email
address. After successful authentication, the student will be lead to the next window, full of opportunities. These opportunities range from opting for departmental courses (MY SCHOOL),
Opting courses across the schools in the entire
university (MY UNIVERSITY), Checking his/
her registration verification status from Mentor
(VERIFY), Drop a course in case the need arises (COURSE DROP), to finally see his/her result
for all the Falls and Springs sessions he/she has
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Apricot

attended in the university.

After successful authentication,
faculties will be provided with
various options like looking
at courses being offered in the
current session. Along with
this, they have information
about students who have opted for the courses. Moreover,
the faculty members can also
see the final registration report
and verify the previous result
of students who have opted for
the course(s). As a mentor, one
needs to approve the registration and drop requests and also track the progress of their mentees. Along with this job, a mentor keeps the updated record of their mentees.
APRICOT provides the required environment
and opportunities to the mentors to do their job.
The login process is through their APRICOT ids
and OTP.
At the beginning of the semester (Year in case
of D.Pharma) student’s APRICOT accounts are
deactivated which are activated by Accounts department once the fee dues are cleared. Accounts
department follows the same authentication process as others. Also at any given point of time,
the Accounts Department can check the ‘report
section’ to see who has/hasn’t cleared the dues.
Administration includes Registrar, Dy. Registrar
and Controller of Examination and they follow
the same authentication process as well. They
have the following opportunities:

• Update Student Record
• Admit Card Issuance
• Viewing Result
• View Course Takers
• View Report
• View Record
• Freeze the registration process
• Unfreeze the registration process.
APRICOT has contributed towards the betterment of the Apeejay education system. It has understood the job requirements of various types of
users and provided them with the environment
to complete their duties in a safe and friendly
way. The structure of the APRICOT and process
it follows makes it very user-friendly for the users.

Learning from Industry Experts:
Journalism students at a News
Room Training Workshop at
Mr. Harbinder Singh Sokhi, along with his team members, Mr Shri Ram
and Mr Ritesh Kumar, conducted interesting training sessions covering the
following topics: Regulators Of Capital Market, Role Of Exchange & Exchange Mechanism, Live Trading, Principals Of Investment and Mutual
Funds. All participants came back enriched with a lot of useful information
on Financial Markets and practical examples.

Budding journalists at a Media Literacy Workshop in Quint, learning to ‘fact-check’ fake news.

NDTV
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Education for the university
of life
Prof. E Shailaja Nair

Driving through the streets of post-World War 2
Germany, journalist and author Jella Lepman realised that apart from food, clothing and shelter, the
children, many of whom had been orphaned by the
war, also needed books, something that could give
them hope. Her desire to give them books that they
could hold, read, cuddle and own ultimately led to
the setting up of the Internationale Jugendbibliothek, or International Youth Library, in Munich,
where I first encountered her work.
Over the months that I spent there during my fellowship in comparative children’s literature, I realised that Lepman understood the basic
hunger and thirst for knowledge among children. The same hunger
and thirst is what will lead the youth of this country, and this world,
to make this a better place for future generations. And for this, a liberal arts education is the right foundation.
“College is about exposing students to many things and creating an
aphrodisiac atmosphere so that they might fall in lifelong love with
a few,” political commentator and writer David Brooks wrote in The
New York Times in 2015. This is what Apeejay Stya University aims
to do through its liberal arts courses.
This copy of ASU Express shows exactly what that education involves
and what the students gain from it, all while having a great time.
Whether it be at the world-famous Pushkar Camel Fair or seeing
their creations being modelled by fellow students or even attending a
workshop on documentaries, ASU students walk away with an experience that is second to none.
So come, walk into ASU’s world through the pages of this magazine.
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